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Find out about the new descants 

& carols, all by women composers



Carols of Our Time 
Hymns and Carols for Advent, Christmas, Epiphany & Candlemas


for mixed-voice choirs

compiled and edited by Sarah MacDonald and Timothy Rogers


At the heart of this collection is a set of well-known hymns, arranged with 
thrilling descants and imaginative harmonisations by Sarah MacDonald. They 
will enhance the singing of hymns at carol services and Christmas concerts.


All of the carols are composed by women, including Charlotte Baskerville, 
Esther Bersweden, Kerry Boyle, Eleanor Daley, Tamsin Jones, June Nixon, 
Sarah MacDonald, Sasha Johnson Manning, Stephanie Martin, Yshani 
Perinpanayagam, Electra Perivolaris, Ghislaine Reece-Trapp, Lucy Walker 
and Alison Willis. The range of styles is distinctive and diverse with a mix of 
accompanied and unaccompanied works.


Women authors represented in the edition include Sharon Grenham-
Thompson, Frances Harper, Edith Nesbit, Christina Rossetti and Yshani 
Perinpanayagam.


The anthology contains original pieces and appealing arrangements of 
classic carols. Most of the items are newly composed and published for the 
first time. Overall, the music will enrich and enliven the Christmas 
experience, providing rewarding repertoire for choirs of all abilities.


Carols of Our Time also includes a listing of readings and repertoire relevant 
for A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, as well as suggestions for 
seasons other than Christmas.


The editors 

Sarah MacDonald is Fellow and Director of Music, Selwyn College, 
Cambridge. She is also the University Organist at the University of 
Cambridge, as well as Director of the Girl Choristers, Ely Cathedral. She is a 
Patron of the Society of Women Organists, an Honorary Patron of the 
Herbert Howells Society, and President of the School Organists’ Association. 
The Royal College of Organists has announced her as President Elect, to 
take office as President from July 2024.


Timothy Rogers is a music publisher and composer. He founded Encore 
Publications in 1992 and works as its Head of Publishing. He is also the 
author of a book, Christmas Eve at King’s: 100 Years of Nine Lessons & 
Carols. 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Hymns 
arr. Sarah MacDonald: Come, thou Redeemer of the earth

arr. Sarah MacDonald: O come, O come, Emmanuel

arr. Sarah MacDonald: Of the Father’s heart begotten

arr. Sarah MacDonald: Once in royal David’s city

arr. Sarah MacDonald: It came upon the midnight clear

arr. Sarah MacDonald: While shepherds watched their flocks by night

arr. Sarah MacDonald: O come, all ye faithful

arr. Sarah MacDonald: Hark! the herald-angels sing


Carols 
arr. June Nixon: A lovely lady sat and sang  

Stephanie Martin: An earthly tree  

Esther Bersweden: Away in a manger

Sasha Johnson Manning: Balulalow (O my dear heart)

Charlotte Baskerville: Creator of the stars of night

Alison Willis: He had not where to lay his head

Lucy Walker: In the bleak mid-winter

Sarah MacDonald: Love has come

Eleanor Daley: On Christmas night           

arr. Kerry Boyle: Silent night                      

Sasha Johnson Manning: Summer in Winter

arr. June Nixon: The cherry tree carol

Alison Willis: The three kings              

Electra Perivolaris: There is no rose                    

arr. June Nixon: This endris night

Tamsin Jones: Tomorrow shall be my dancing day

Ghislaine Reece-Trapp: Veni, Redemptor gentium

Sasha Johnson Manning: What sweeter music

Yshani Perinpanayagam: When God made Eve




More information 

The singing of hymns and carols during Advent and Christmas is loved 
around the world in church services and concerts. Often, well-known hymns 
are enhanced with descants and re-harmonisations, giving choirs and 
listeners a truly exhilarating musical experience. However, to keep the 
tradition of hymn-singing alive, there is a need not only for familiar hymn 
arrangements, but also for effective new repertoire. 

 

Carols of Our Time provides a fresh set of descant arrangements that will 
ensure exciting and spirited performances for eight commonly sung hymns. 
Indeed, this ground-breaking anthology emerged from the ‘last verses’ that 
Sarah MacDonald composed for Harry Christophers and The Sixteen            
in 2022. Having grown up with Sir David Willcocks’ seminal Christmas 
descants, Sarah approached the task with a fair amount of trepidation. She 
was delighted to find that there are other notes to be written, even in the 
iconic ‘Word’ chord. 

 

Tim Rogers suggested using the hymn arrangements as the basis for a 
broader anthology in which every piece is either written or arranged by a 
contemporary female composer. In recent years, there has been an obvious, 
concerted, and laudable effort for choirs deliberately to diversify their 
repertoire. Carols of Our Time will assist in this important task of giving more 
prominence to composers who are women.

 

The composers and arrangers sourced for this collection have a wide age 
range and come from Britain, Canada, and Australia. While some will be 
familiar names associated with the publisher, others are new to the catalogue 
of Encore Publications. Words by women authors have also been carefully 
commissioned or chosen and set to music in some carols. 

 

This volume brings together a broad selection of exceptionally well-crafted 
carols encompassing a variety of styles, moods, and characters. There is a 
practical mix of accompanied and unaccompanied pieces, much imaginative 
and technically sophisticated  use of melody, harmony, rhythm, and 
texture,  and a range of levels of difficulty. Overall, the musical content is 
convincing and functional, and above all, festive.

 

We have provided a liturgical list which indicates where each piece fits 
thematically in a traditional Christmas service of Nine Lessons and Carols. 
There are suggestions too for seasonal services such as those for Advent, 
Epiphany, Candlemas, Joseph of Nazareth, and the Annunciation.

 




Christmas is a time of year when choirs really commit to their music making 
and wish to connect to their listeners. As such, they are open to suggestions 
for refreshing repertoire that captures a particular mood or focuses on a 
specific moment in the Christmas story. With this in mind, we commend this 
anthology to you as an invaluable resource, containing some simply 
wonderful musical works, which will make a strong impression in carol 
services or concerts. 


We hope you will use the music and love it as much as we do, as these are 
truly Carols of Our Time.

 


Sarah MacDonald and Timothy Rogers

Cambridge and Matfield


July 2023
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1 .

4. Once in royal David’s city
Words: C. F.	Alexander (1 81 8–95) Music: H.	J. Gauntlett (1 805–76)

Vv. 1 -5 harmonised by A.	H. Mann (1 850–1 929)
V. 6 arranged by Sarah MacDonald (b. 1 968)
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(ORGAN)
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And	through	all	his	wondrous	childhood

He	would	honour	and	obey,

Love	and	watch	the	lowly	maiden,

In	whose	gentle	arms	he	lay:

Christian	children	all	must	be

Mild,	obedient,	good	as	he.

And	our	eyes	at	last	shall	see	him,

Through	his	own	redeeming	love,

For	that	child	so	dear	and	gentle

Is	our	Lord	in	heaven	above;

And	he	leads	his	children	on

To	the	place	where	he	is	gone.

For	his	is	our	childhood’s	pattern,

Day	by	day	like	us	he	grew,

He	was	little,	weak,	and	helpless,

Tears	and	smiles	like	us	he	knew;

And	he	feeleth	for	our	sadness,

And	he	shareth	in	our	gladness.

?#

3.

*	The	first	verse	may	be	sung	by	a	solo	treble	/	soprano.

5.

4.
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6.	Not in that poor low ly- sta ble- with the ox en- stand ing- by,

6.	Not in that poor low ly- sta ble,- With the ox en- stand ing- by,

We shall see him but in hea ven,- Set at God’s right hand on high; When

We shall see him; but in hea ven,- Set at God’s right hand on high;

like stars his child ren- crowned All in white shall wait a round.

When like stars his child ren- crowned All in white shall wait a round.-

&

#
DESCANT

&

#
OTHER	VOICES	(A.T.B.)

&

#

?#

Org.

&

?#
Ped.

&

#

&

#

&

# n

&

#

?#

&

#

&

#

&

#

&

#

b

?#

œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

j

œ œ œ
œ ™ œ

J
œ œ œ œ

œ ™ œ

J
˙

œ
œ œ ™ œ

j

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ

œ ™
œ

J

œ œ œ œ ˙

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ ™

œ œ ™
œ
J

œ

j

œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ
˙
œ

œ
œ ™

œ

j
œ ™

œœ œ œ

œ
j
˙
˙
˙

œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ ™
œ ™

œ
j

œ ™
œ

J

œ
j
˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙œ œ œ œ œ
œ

œ
œ œ œ œ œ ˙

˙

œ œ œ ™ œ

J
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ œ
˙

œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

J
œ œ œ

œ ™ œ

J
œ œ œ œ

œn ™
œ

J
œ œ

œ
œ œ ™ œ

j

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ

œ ™
œ

J

œ œ œ œ ˙

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

œ ™

œ œ ™

œ
J

œ œ
j

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ ™

œ
œ
œ
j

œ ™œ œ œ œ
œ ™

œ
J

œ
j

˙
œ œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ ˙
˙ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ œ ™

œ ™
œ

j
œ ™

œ
J

œ

j
˙

œ œ œ œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ# œ

œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œœ

œ

œ œ ™

œ œ

œ
j

œ œ ˙

˙

œ œ œ ™

œ

j
œ œ ˙

œ œ œ ™
œ

J

œ œ œ œ ˙

œœ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œœ
œ
œ
˙
˙

œ œ
œ œ̇ œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ ˙
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ ™ œ
j

˙
˙
˙œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œœ

œ̇
œ

œ
œ

œ̇
œ
˙
˙

œ
œ

œ

œ
˙

œ
˙
˙

œ œ œ œ œ
˙

œ œ œ
œ

˙
˙
˙
˙

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ
œ

œn
œn œ œb œ

˙

11

Pr
om

ot
ion

al 
co

py
 fo

r r
ea

din
g o

nly



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Copyright © 2023 Encore Publications (V. 4 harmonisation and descant)

SOPRANO

ALTO

TENOR

BASS

1 .	It

2.	Still

3.	Yet

came

with

through

up

the

the

on

clo

woes

- the

ven

of

-

mid

skies

sin

night

they

and

- clear,

come,

strife

That

With

The

glo

peace

world

rious

ful

has

-

-

song

wings

suf

of

un

fered-

old,

furled;

long;

-

From

And

Be -

an

still

neath-

gels,

their

the

- bend

heav’n

an

ing

ly

gel

-

-

-

near

mu

strain-

the

sic

have

-

earth

floats

rolled

To

O’er

Two

touch

all

thou

their

the

sand-

harps

wea

years

of

ry

of

-

gold:

world;

wrong;

‘Peace

A

And

-

on

bove

man,

-

the

its

at

earth,

sad

war

good

and

with

will

low

man,

- to

ly

hears

-

men,

plains

not

From

They

The

heav’n’s

bend

love

all

on

song-

gra

ho

which

- cious

v’ring

they

-

-

King!’

wing;

bring:

The

And

O

world

ev

hush

in

er

the

-

so

o’er

noise,

lemn

its

ye

-

men

still

Ba

ness

bel

of

-

-

lay

sounds

strife,

To

The

And

hear

hear

bless

the

ed

the

-

an

an

an

gels

gels

gels

-

-

-

sing.

sing.

sing.

4
4

4
4

&
b

(ORGAN)

Words: Edmund Sears (1 81 0–76) Music:	Traditional English melody,
adapted by Arthur Sul l ivan (1 842–1 900),

V. 4 arranged by Sarah MacDonald (b. 1 968)

V. 4 for Canon Lucy Winkett

5. It came upon the midnight clear
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4.	For lo! the days are hast ’ning- on, By pro phets- fore -

4.	For lo! the days are hast ’ning- on, By pro phet- bards- fore -

told,- When, with the ev er- cir- cling- -

4

told,- When, with the ev er- cir- cling- years Comes

years Comes the age of gold; When peace shall ov er- all the
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round the age of gold; When peace shall ov er- all the earth Its
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earth Its splen dours- fling, And the whole
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an cient- slen dours- fling, And the whole world give

world give back the song they sing.
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back the song Which now the an gels- sing.

&
b

&
b

&
b

n n
b

?
b #

&
b

&
b

&
b

b n

?
b

œ œ œ œn ˙ ™ Œ Œ
œ

œ œb

œ œ œ œ ˙ ™ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ ˙ ™˙ ™ œœ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ

w œ

œ

œ
œ

w

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ

œ
œ# œ

œ ˙ ™
œ ˙ ™

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ ˙ ™

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œœ

˙
˙
˙ ™
™
™

˙

œ
œ#

œ#

œ
œ

œ œ

œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œ

œ
œœ

˙ ™

˙
˙
˙
™
™
™

14

Pr
om

ot
ion

al 
co

py
 fo

r r
ea

din
g o

nly



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Hark!

Christ,

the

by

he

high

rald

est

-

-

an

heav’n

- gels

a

- sing

dored,-

Glo

Christ,

ry

the

- to

ev er

the

-

new

last-

born

ing

-

-

King;

Lord,

Peace

Late

on

in

earth

time

and

be

mer

hold-

cy

him

- mild,

come

God

Off

and

spring-

sin

of a

ners- re

vir

con

gin’s

-

-

ciled:

womb:

-

Joy

Veiled

ful

in

- all

flesh

ye

the

na

God

tions

head

-

-

rise,

see,

Join

Hail

the

th’in

tri

car-

umph

nate

-

-

of

De

the

i-

skies,

ty!-

With

Pleased

th’an

as

gel

man

- ic

with

- host

man

pro

to

claim,

dwell,

- Christ

Je

is

sus,-

born

our

in

Em

Beth

ma-

le

nu

-

-

hem.

el.

-

-

Copyright © 2023 Encore Publications (V. 3 descant and organ part)

Hark! the he rald- an- gels- sing

Unis.

Glo ry- to the new born- King.
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8.	Hark! the herald-angels sing
V. 3 for Harry Christophers and The Sixteen

Music: F. Mendelssohn (1 809–47)
adapted by W. H. Cummings (1 831 –1 91 5)

V. 3 arranged by Sarah MacDonald (b. 1 968)

Words: Charles Wesley (1 707–88)
and others
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3.	Al le- - lu- ia!- Al le- - lu- -

3.	Hail the heav’n born- Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Right eous- ness!-

ia!- Al le- - lu- ia!- - Al le- - lu- -

Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with heal ing- in his wings;
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ia!- Mild he lays his glo ry- by, Born that man no more may

Mild he lays his glo ry- by, Born that man no more may die,

die, Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them se cond-

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them se cond- birth.

birth. Al le- - lu- - ia!- - Al le- lu- ia.- -

Hark! the he rald- an- gels- sing Glo ry- to the new born- King.
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ORGAN mp

Gently	rocking	e	=	120

1 .	A

mf

love ly- la dy- sat and sang, and to her son did

4

Copyright © 2023 Encore Publications

S.

A.

T.

B.

Org.

say: ‘My son, my Lord, my dear dar ling- why li est- thou thus in hay?

8

‘By,

p

by, lul lay- by by lul lay- why

mf

liest thou thus in hay?

‘By,

p

by, lul lay,- by by, lul lay- why

mf

liest thou thus in hay?

‘By,

p

by, lu lay- by by, lu lay- why

mf

liest thou thus in hay.

mf
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Music: Swedish folksong
 arranged by June Nixon (b. 1 942)

for Christine Jidsten

9.	A lovely lady sat and sang
Words: anon., Medieval
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2.	My

mf13

own dear son, how art thou come, art thou not God ver -
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ne ver- the- less- I will not cease to sing, by by lul lay,- to
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Ho di- e- Chri stus- na tus- est: ho di- e- Sal va- tor- ap pa- ru- it:-

ho di- e- in ter ra- can unt- An ge- li,- lae tan- tur- Arch an- ge- li:-

ho di- e- ex sul- tant- - - ju sti,- di cen- tes:-

8

Glo ri- a- in ex cel- sis- De o,- Al le- lu- ia.-

S.	Solo

S.

A.

T.

B.

An

mp

earth ly- tree, a heav ’nly- fruit it bear,

Gently	q	=	52

*	Ho

pp

di- - e,- - - - Ho -

Gently	q	=	52

*	Ho

pp

di- - e,- - - - Ho -

*	Ho

pp

di- - e,- - - - Ho -

mp

Gently	q	=	52
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TENORS	&	BASSES

Music: Stephanie Martin (b. 1 962),
set to a Plainchant antiphon

for Christmas Day

Words:	Anon., 1 6th-century English

1 0.	An earthly tree
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*(First	verse	text	in	accompanying	voices	sung	hushed,	secretly,	without	distinct	consonants.	

If	this	is	unmanageable	or	impractical,	the	lower	voices	may	sing	a	neutral	syllable	until	Alleluia	in	this	verse.)

					for

rehearsal

				only

*	Note:	First	verse	text	in	accompanying	voices	sung	hushed,	secretly,	without	distinct	consonants.	If	this	is

unmanageable	or	impractical,	the	lower	voices	may	sing	a	neutral	syllable	until	Alleluia	in	this	verse.
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A case of clay con tain’d- a crown im mor- tal.- A crown of crowns, a

5

di- - - - e- Chri stus- - - - - na -

di- - - - e- Chri stus- - - - - na -

di- - - - e- Chri stus- - - - - - - -

*	Chri

pp

stus- - - - -

King whose cost and care Re deem’d- poor man, whose race be fore- was

9

tus- est. Ho di- - - - - - - e- - -

tus- - - - est. Ho di- - - -
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1 .	A

p

way- in a man ger,- no crib for a bed, The lit tle- Lord

Peacefully	q	=	76

p

Je sus- lay down his sweet head; The stars in the bright sky looked

6

down where he lay, The lit tle- Lord Je sus- a sleep- on the hay.

11

2.	The

mp

cat tle- are low ing,- the ba by- - a wakes,- But

17

mp

lit tle- Lord Je sus- no cry ing- he makes. I
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for Stephanie Bevan on her 30th Birthday

1 1 .	Away in a manger
Music: Esther Bersweden (b. 1 996)Words: anon.

(1 9th-century American)
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Cre

p

a- tor- of the stars of night,

mp

thy

p

peop le’s- ev er- las- ting- light;

Adagio	q	=	70
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p

a- tor- of the stars of night,
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thy
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peop le’s- ev er- las- ting- light;
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a- tor- of the stars of night,
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peop les- ev er- las- ting- light;

Adagio	q	=	70
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Anonymous 7th century Latin hymn,	Ambrosian,
translated by Revd. John M. Neale (1 81 8–66)

1 3.	Creator of the stars of night
Charlotte Baskervil le (b. 1 994)
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an cient- curse should

mp

doom to death an u ni- verse,- hast

mf

found the med ’cine,-

10

an cient- curse should

mp

doom to death an u ni- verse,- hast

mf

found the med ’cine,-

an cient- curse should
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doom to death an u ni- verse,- hast
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found the med ’cine,-

an cient- curse should
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doom to death an u ni- verse,- hast
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found the med ’cine,-

mp mf

full of grace, to save and heal a ru in’d- race. Thou

pp

cam’st.

14

full of grace, to save and heal a ru in’d- race. Thou

p

cam’st, the Bride groom-

full of grace, to save and heal a ru in’d- race. Thou

pp

cam’st.

full of grace, to save and heal a ru in’d- race. Thou

pp

cam’st.
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The

p

co nies- had their hi ding- place,- the fox with steal thy- tread a

Gently,	like	a	lullaby	q	=	80

The

p

co nies- had their hi ding- place,- the fox with steal thy- tread a

The

p

co nies- had their hi ding- place,- the fox with steal thy- tread a

The

p

co nies- had their hi ding- place,- the fox with steal thy- tread a

Gently,	like	a	lullaby	q	=	80
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vert- found, but
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Christ, the Lord, had not a place to lay his head.
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Christ, the Lord, had not a place to lay his head.
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Christ, the Lord, had not a place to lay his head.
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Words: Frances El len Watkins Harper (1 825–1 91 1 ),
based on Matthew 8.20

Music: Alison Will is (b. 1 971 )

1 4.	He had not where to lay his head

&
b
b
b

&

‹

b
b
b

?
b
b
b

&
b
b
b

?
b
b
b

&
b
b
b

3

&
b
b
b

3

&

‹

b
b
b

3

?
b
b
b

3

&
b
b
b

3

3

?
b
b
b

n

3

3

œ œ ™ œ

j

œ
œ œ ™

œ

j

œ

j
‰

œ
œ ™ œ

J

œ
œ ˙

œ

œ œ ™ œ

j

œ œ œ ™ œ

j
œ

j ‰
œ

œ ™ œ

j

œ œ ˙ œn

œ œ ™ œ

J

œ œ œb ™ œ

J
œ

J

‰ œ
œ ™ œ

J

œ œ ˙ œ

œ œ ™ œ

J

œ œ œ ™ œ

J

œ

J
‰ œ

œ ™ œ

J

œ
œ ˙

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ ™
™

œ
œ

j

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

™

™

œ
œ

j

œ
œ

j
‰

œ
œ œ

œ ™
™

œ
œ

j

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙
˙

œ

œn

œ
œ

œ
œ ™
™ œ

œ

J

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

b

™

™ œ

œ

J

œ
œ

J
‰

œ
œ

œ
œ ™
™ œ

œ

J

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙
˙

œ
œ

œ
œ œ ‰

œ

J

œ ™
œ

J

˙ œ œ œ œ ™
œ

J

œ
œ ˙ Œ

œ

œ œ œ
‰

œ

j
œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ ™ œ

j

œ
œ

œ œ

Œ

œ

œb œ œ ‰ œ

j
œ œ ˙

œ œ œn œ ™ œ

J
œ œ ˙

Œ œ

œ œ

œ
‰

œ

j
œ ™ œ

j

˙
œ œ

œ œ ™ œ

J œ œ ˙
Œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ ‰

œ

œ
j

œ ™

œ œ
œ
j

˙

˙

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ ™
œ ™

œ
j
œ

œ
J

œ
œ

œ

˙
œ œ

Œ
œ
œ

œ

œ

b œ
œ

œ

œ
‰

œ

œ
J

œ

œ ™

œ ˙
œ
J

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ ™

œ ™ œ

J œ

œ
j
œ œ

œ

˙
˙

Œ

œ
œ

57

Pr
om

ot
ion

al 
co

py
 fo

r r
ea

din
g o

nly



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

ea gle- had an ey rie- home, the blithe some- bird its rest,

mf subito	p

but

9

ea gle- had an ey rie- home, the blithe some- bird its rest,

mf subito	p

but

ea gle- had an ey rie- home, the blithe some- bird its rest,

mf subito	p

but

ea gle- had an ey rie- home, the blithe some- bird its rest,

mf subito	p

but

not the hum blest- spot on earth was by the son

mp

of God pos sessed,

p

- but

pp
13

not the hum blest- spot on earth was by the son

mp

of God pos sessed,

p

- but

pp

not the hum blest- spot on earth was by the son

mp

of God pos sessed,

p

- but

pp

not the hum blest- spot on earth was by the son

mp

of God pos sessed,

p

- but

pp

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

&
b
b
b

&
b
b
b

&

‹

b
b
b

?
b
b
b

&
b
b
b n

?
b
b
b

&
b
b
b

3

&
b
b
b

3

&

‹

b
b
b

3

?
b
b
b

3

&
b
b
b

3

3

?
b
b
b

3

œ ™ œ

j

œ
œ œ ™

œ

j

œ
‰

œ

j
œ ™ œ

J

œ
œ ˙ ™ œ

œ ™ œ

j

œ œ œ ™ œ

j
œ

‰
œ

j
œ ™ œ

j
œn

œ œ ˙n ™ œ

œ ™ œ

J

œ œ œb ™ œ

J
œ ‰ œ

J

œ ™ œ

J

œ œn ˙ ™ œ

œ ™ œ

J

œ œ œ ™ œ

J

œ ‰ œ

J

œ ™ œ

J

œ
œ

˙ ™

œ

œœ ™
™

œœ

j

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

™

™

œ
œ

j

œ
œ

‰
œœ

j
œ ™
œ ™

œ

j

œ
œ
J

œ
œ ˙

˙n ™
™ œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ ™
™ œ

œ

J

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

b

™

™ œ

œ

J

œ
œ ‰

œ
œ

J

œ
œ ™
™ œ

œ

J

œ
œ

œ
œ
n ˙

˙ ™
™ œ

œ

œ œ œ œ œ
œ ™

œ

J

˙ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

J

œ
œ ˙

Œ œ

œ ™ œ

j

œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ™
œ

j

œ
œ

œ œ

Œ
œ

œ ™ œ

J
œ œ œ ™

œ

j

˙ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

j

œ
œ œ œ Œ

œ

œ ™ œ

j

œ œ œ ™ œ

j
˙ œ œ œ

œ ™ œ

j
œ œ ˙

Œ
œ

œ
œ ™

œ œ œ
œ
J œ

œ
œ

œ ™

œ
œ

j

˙
œ œ ˙

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ ™
œ ™

œ

j

œ
œ
J

œ
œ
œ

œ̇ œ

Œ œ
œ

œ

œ ™

™ œ

œ
J

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ ™

™ œ

œ
J

˙
˙

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

™

™

œ

œ
j
œ

œ

œ

œ ˙

œ œ

Œ
œ

œ

58

Pr
om

ot
ion

al 
co

py
 fo

r r
ea

din
g o

nly



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

not the hum blest- spot on earth was by the son of God pos sessed.-

17

not the hum blest- spot on earth was by the son of God pos sessed.-

not the hum blest- spot on earth was by the son of God pos sessed.-

not the hum blest- spot on earth was by the son of God pos sessed.-

Prin

mf	brighter

ces- and kings had pa la- ces,- with gran deur- could a dorn- each

A
21

Prin

mf	brighter

ces- and kings had pa la- ces,- with gran deur- could a dorn- each

Prin

mf	brighter

ces- and kings had pa la- ces,- with gran deur- could a dorn- each

Prin

mf	brighter

ces- and kings had pa la- ces,- with gran deur- could a dorn- each

A

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

3
2

4
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

3
4

4
4

&
b
b
b

3

&
b
b
b

3

&

‹

b
b
b

3

?
b
b
b

3

&
b
b
b

3

3

?
b
b
b

3

3

&
b
b
b

&
b
b
b

&

‹

b
b
b

?
b
b
b

&
b
b
b n

?
b
b
b

œ ™ œ

J
œ œ

œ
œ ˙ œ œ œ

œ ™ œ

J
œ œ œ ™ w

Ó

œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

j

œ œ
w

Ó

œ ™ œ

J

œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

J
œ œ ˙ ˙

Ó

œ ™ œ

j

œ œ œ
œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

j

œ œ
w Ó

œ ™œ œ
œ
j

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

˙
˙

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ ™
œ ™

œ

j

œ
œ
J

œ œ
œ œ ™ w

w

Ó

œ ™

œ ™

œ
J

œ

œ
j

œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

˙

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ œ ™

œ ™

œ
J

œ

œ
j
œ œ

œ

˙
w

˙
Ó

œ œ
‰

œ

j

œ
œ œ

œ œ
Œ

œ
œ ™ œ

J

œ
œ ˙

œ

œ œ
‰

œ

j

œ œ œ œ œ
Œ

œ
œ ™ œ

j
œn œ œn

œ œ

œ œ ‰ œ

J

œ œ œb œ œ Œ œ
œ ™ œ

J

œn œ# ˙
œ

œ œ ‰ œ

J

œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ
œ ™

œ

j

œ œ
˙ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

‰
œ
œ

j

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

Œ
œ
œ œ

œ ™
™

œ
œ

j

œœn
œ
œ

˙
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ ‰

œ
œ

J

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

b œ

œ
œ
œ Œ

œ

œ

œ
œ ™
™ œ

œ
J

œ

œ

n œ

œ

# ˙

˙

œ

œ

59

Pr
om

ot
ion

al 
co

py
 fo

r r
ea

din
g o

nly



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

tomb,

f subito	mp

for him who came with love and life they gave no room.

p

The

mp25

tomb,

f subito	mp

for him who came with love and life they gave no room.

p

The

mp

tomb,

f subito	mp

for him who came with love and life they gave no room.

p

The

mp

tomb,

f subito	mp

for him who came with love and life they gave no room.

p

The

mp

hands whose touch sent thrills of joy through nerves and pal sied- frame,

mf

the

29

hands whose touch sent thrills of joy through nerves and pal sied- frame,

mf

the

hands whose touch sent thrills of joy through nerves and pal sied- frame, the

hands whose touch sent thrills of joy through nerves and pal sied- frame, the

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

&
b
b
b

&
b
b
b

&

‹

b
b
b

?
b
b
b

&
b
b
b

?
b
b
b

&
b
b
b

&
b
b
b

&

‹

b
b
b

?
b
b
b

&
b
b
b

?
b
b
b

n

œ
‰ œ

J

œ œ œ ™
œ

J

œ œ œ
‰ œ

J

œ
œ ˙ ™

œ

œ ‰ œ

j

œ œ œ ™
œ

j

œ œ
œ ‰

œ

j

œ
œ

˙ œ œ

œ ‰ œ

J
œ œ œ ™

œ

j

œ
œ œ ‰ œ

J
œ œ ˙ ™

œ

œ
‰

œ

j

œ œ œ ™ œ

j

œ œ œ
‰

œ

j

œ œ ˙ ™
œ

œ
œ ‰ œ

œ
J

œ
œ

œ

œ œ

œ ™
™

œ
œ
j

œ

œ

œ

œ œ
œ ‰

œ
œ
j

œ
œ

œ

œ ˙ ™

˙ œ
œ
œ

œ

œ
‰

œ

œ
J

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ ™

™ œ

œ
J

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
‰

œ

œ
J

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙
˙ ™
™

œ
œ

œ ™ œ

j

œ
œ œ ™

œ

j

œ œ
œ ™ œ

J

œ
œ ˙ ™ œ

œ ™ œ

j

œ œ œ ™ œ

j
œ œ œ ™

œ

j

œ œ œn ˙ ™ œ

œ ™ œ

J

œ œ œb ™ œ

J
œ œn œ œ œ œn œ ˙n ™

œ

œ ™ œ

J

œ œ œ ™ œ

J

œ œ
œ ™

œ

j

œ
œ

˙ ™ œ

œœ ™
™

œœ

j

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

™

™

œ
œ

j

œ
œ œœ

œ ™
œ ™

œ

j

œ

œ
J

œ

œ ˙ ™

œ œn ˙ ™

œ

œ

œ
œ ™
™ œ

œ

J

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

b

™

™ œ

œ

J

œ
œ

œ

œ

n œ
œ ™

œ
J

œ

œ œ œn œ

œ

˙ ™

˙ ™ œ

œ

60

Pr
om

ot
ion

al 
co

py
 fo

r r
ea

din
g o

nly



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

Copyright © 2023 Encore Publications.

SOPRANO

ALTO

TENOR

BASS

ORGAN

Con	moto	q	=	96

Con	moto	q	=	96

p

1 .	In

p

the bleak mid win- ter- Frost y- wind made

6

1 .	In

p

the bleak mid win- ter- Frost y- wind made

1 .	In

p

the bleak mid win- ter- Frost y- wind made

1 .	In

p

the bleak mid win- ter- Frost y- wind made

pp p

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

&
b
b
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

1 5.	In the bleak mid-winter

Music: Lucy Walker (b. 1 998)Words: Christina Rossetti (1 830–94)

for my friends in Brentwood, Christmas Eve 2022.
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SOPRANO

ORGAN

1 .	Be

p

neath- the wood en-

Warmly	q	=	72

Warmly	q	=	72

p

door A gen tle- light is peep ing,- Deep with in- the hay A ti ny- child is

6

sleep ing,- And car ried- on the wind The scent

mf

of hope is creep ing,- For

mp12

mf

love has come to dwell, for

p

love has come to dwell on earth.
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mp p mf

3
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3
4

3
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&
b ∑ ∑ ∑

Solo	or	Semi-chorus

for Ralph Woodward and the Fairhaven Singers

1 6.	Love has come

Music: Sarah MacDonald (b. 1 968)Words: Sharon Grenham-Thompson (b. 1 966)
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2.	High
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up on- a hill The an gel- song, a stound- ing-
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rise, for love has come to rise on earth.
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3.	Be
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neath- the east ern- sky Phi lo- so- phers- are
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ken- hearts are heal ing,- For
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love has come to
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reign, for love
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has come to reign on earth.
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SOPRANO

ALTO

TENOR

BASS

1 .	On

f

Christ mas- night all Christ ians- sing, To hear the news the an gels- bring,

f

News of great joy, news of great mirth, News of our mer ci- ful- King’s birth.

5

S.

A.

T.

2.	Then

mf

why should we on earth be sad, Since our Re deem- er- made us glad,

11

2.	Then

mf

why should we on earth be sad, Since our Re deem- er- made us glad,

When

p

from our sin you set us free, All for to gain our li ber- ty?-

15

When

p

from our sin you set us free, All for to gain our li ber- ty?-

S.

A.

T.

B.

ah ah

21

3.	When

mf

sin de parts- be fore- God’s grace, Then life and health come in its place;

6
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6
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3
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6
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3
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3
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6
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3
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6
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1 7.	On Christmas night

Music: Eleanor Daley (b. 1 955)Words: English traditional, altd.
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SOPRANO

ALTO

ORGAN

or

PIANO

1 .	Si

mp

lent- night,

Andante

1 .	Si

mp

lent- night,

Andante

mp mp

ho ly- night, All is calm, all is bright;

7

ho ly- night, All is calm, all is bright;

mp

Round yon vir gin- mo ther- and child, Ho ly- in fant- so

13

Round yon vir gin- mo ther- and child, Ho ly- in fant- so
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Full	(or	Solo)

Words: Josef Mohr (1 792–1 848)
tr. anon.

1 8.	Silent night
Music: Franz Gruber (1 787–1 863)
arranged by Kerry Boyle (b. 1 964)
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1 9.	Summer in	Winter

Music: Sasha Johnson Manning (b. 1 963)
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was thy day, Sweet!
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Rhythmically	and	with	movement	h	=	c. 	80
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Words: from a poem, The Three Kings
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Words:	Anon., 1 5th century

22.	There is no rose

Music: Electra Perivolaris (b. 1 996)

for Mark	Williams and the choir of	Magdalen College, Oxford
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SOPRANO
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24.	Tomorrow shal l be my dancing day

for Alex Patterson and the Choirs of Salford Cathedral

Music:	Tamsin Jones (b. 1 972)Words:	Traditional
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25.	Veni, Redemptor gentium

Commissioned by the Musicans’ Company for its annual carol service in December 2022
with support from the Catherine Butcher Memorial Fund

Music:	Ghislaine Reece-Trapp (b. 1 992)Words:	Ambrose of Milan (c. 339–c. 397)
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27.	When God made Eve
Words and music:

Yshani Perinpanayagam (b. 1 983)
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*	Asterisk	indicates	congregational	

Processional	hymn

Once	in	royal	David’s	city	* arr.	Sarah	MacDonald

	

THE	BIDDING	PRAYER

Beloved	in	Christ,	…

O	come,	O	come,	Emmanuel	*														 arr. 	Sarah	MacDonald

Of	the	Father’s	heart	begotten	*															 arr. 	Sarah	MacDonald

	

On	Christmas	night																																	 Eleanor	Daley																																					

	

FIRST	LESSON:	Genesis	3.8–15,	1 7–19

God	tells	sinful	Adam	that	he	has	lost	the	life	of	Paradise	and	that	his	seed	will	bruise

the serpent’ s	head.

An	earthly	tree																																										 Stephanie	Martin																

On	Christmas	night																																			Eleanor	Daley

Tomorrow	shall	be	my	dancing	day									 Tamsin	Jones

What	sweeter	music																																		Sasha	Johnson	Manning					

When	God	made	Eve																																Yshani	Perinpanayagam				

																						

SECOND	LESSON:	Genesis	22.1 5–18

God	promises	to	faithful	Abraham	that	in	his	seed	shall	all	the	nations	of	the	earth	be

blessed.

On	Christmas	night																																			Eleanor	Daley

Tomorrow	shall	be	my	dancing	day									 Tamsin	Jones																																						

																																																																		

THIRD	LESSON:	Isaiah	9.2,	6–7

The	prophet	foretells	the	coming	of	the	Saviour.

Love	has	come																																										Sarah	MacDonald															

It	came	upon	the	midnight	clear	*													arr. 	Sarah	MacDonald

	

FOURTH	LESSON:	Isaiah	1 1 .1 –4a,	6–9

The	peace	that	Christ	will	bring	is	foreshown.

An	earthly	tree																																										 Stephanie	Martin

Balulalow	(O	my	dear	heart)																				 Sasha	Johnson	Manning

Silent	night																																															 arr. 	Kerry	Boyle																	

There	is	no	rose																																								Electra	Perivolaris

FIFTH	LESSON:	Luke	1 .26–35,	38

The	angel	Gabriel	salutes	the	Blessed	V irgin	Mary.

An	earthly	tree																																										 Stephanie	Martin

The	cherry	tree	carol																															 arr. 	June	Nixon

There	is	no	rose																																								Electra	Perivolaris									

Readings and repertoire for
A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
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SIXTH	LESSON	Luke	2.1 –7

St	Luke	tells	of	the	birth	of	Jesus.

Away	in	a	manger																																					 Esther	Bersweden

He	had	not	where	to	lay	his	head Alison	Willis

In	the	bleak	mid-winter																												 Lucy	Walker																							

Silent	night																																															 arr. 	Kerry	Boyle																	

This	endris	night																																							 arr. 	June	Nixon

Tomorrow	shall	be	my	dancing	day									 Tamsin	Jones

What	sweeter	music																																		 Sasha	Johnson	Manning					

																																																																		

SEVENTH	LESSON:	Luke	2.8–16

The	shepherds	go	to	the	manger.

Away	in	a	manger																																					 Esther	Bersweden

Balulalow	(O	my	dear	heart)																				 Sasha	Johnson	Manning

Creator	of	the	stars	of	night Charlotte	Baskerville

In	the	bleak	mid-winter																												 Lucy	Walker																							

Love	has	come																																										 Sarah	MacDonald

Silent	night																																															 arr. 	Kerry	Boyle

Summer	in	Winter																																				 Sasha	Johnson	Manning					

While	shepherds	watched	their	flocks	

by	night	* arr.	Sarah	MacDonald

	

EIGTH	LESSON:	Matthew	2.1 –12

The	wise	men	are	led	by	the	star	to	Jesus.

Love	has	come																																										 Sarah	MacDonald

The	three	kings																																									 Alison	Willis

What	sweeter	music																																		 Sasha	Johnson	Manning					

																																																																																																															

NINTH	LESSON:	John	1 .1 –14

St	John	unfolds	the	great	mystery	of	the	Incarnation.

O	come,	all	ye	faithful	*																												 arr. 	Sarah	MacDonald

	

THE	COLLECT	AND	BLESSING

Hark!	the	herald-angels	sing	*																					 arr. 	Sarah	MacDonald
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The	following	items	may	be	considered	for	use	at	seasons	other	than	Christmas:

	

ADVENT

Come,	thou	Redeemer	of	the	earth	* arr.	Sarah	MacDonald

Creator	of	the	stars	of	night Charlotte	Baskerville

O	come,	O	come,	Emmanuel	* arr.	Sarah	MacDonald

Of	the	Father’s	heart	begotten	* arr.	Sarah	MacDonald

There	is	no	rose Electra	Perivolaris

Veni,	redemptor	gentium Ghislaine	Reece-Trapp

When	God	made	Eve																																 Yshani	Perinpanayagam

	

EPIPHANY	–	6	January

In	the	bleak	mid-winter																												 Lucy	Walker					

Love	has	come Sarah	MacDonald

The	three	kings Alison	Willis				

PRESENTATION	OF	CHRIST	

TO	THE	TEMPLE	(Candlemas)		–	2	February

He	had	not	where	to	lay	his	head Alison	Willis	

There	is	no	rose Electra	Perivolaris

What	sweeter	music																																		 Sasha	Johnson	Manning

JOSEPH	OF	NAZARETH	–	19	March

The	cherry	tree	carol																															 arr. 	June	Nixon

																																																																																															

THE	ANNUNCIATION	OF	OUR	LORD	

TO	THE	BLESSED	VIRGIN	MARY	–	25	March

There	is	no	rose Electra	Perivolaris

*	Asterisk	indicates	congregational	


